
Skills & Knowledge Progression: Art 
 

 
National Curriculum – Aims and purpose 

School aims - skills, attitudes and knowledge that we would like 
all children to develop on their journey through the school 

Purpose of study  
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality 
art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with 
the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 
design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more 
rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both 
reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our 
nation.  
 
Aims  
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques  

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 
cultural development of their art forms. 

Our aim for Art & Design is to help children appreciate a wide and diverse range of art and 
artists and to develop artistic skills so that they can create their own artistic pieces and to be 
able to evaluate their own and others creative work. In support of this we use an ambitious 
Art & Design curriculum, Plan Bee, which will introduce pupils to a diverse range of artists 
from different backgrounds and provide them with a range of opportunities to develop and 
apply their skills. 
 
We are aware that historically children have been taught about numerous artists in primary 
schools. Many of these were European males e.g. Monet, Picasso, Van Gogh, Da Vinci etc. 
Whilst they are important artists to learn about, we have deliberately chosen to also teach 
Bayford pupils about female artists and artists from different cultures such as Frida Khalo, 
Sonia Delaunay and Yayoi Kusama. 
 
Art stimulates imagination and creativity. Art enables us to communicate what we see, think 
and feel in ways that words alone simply are not capable of. Art provides us with both a 
universal language of colour, texture, form and pattern and with limitless opportunities to 
combine these in new ways. As a result of all this, we believe that it is vital for all children to 
experience and engage with a range of visual, tactile and sensory experiences. We aim to 
equip our children with both key artistic skills and an enjoyment of the subject that will help 
them to become expressive, open, curious and independent adults. 

 

 

Links to learning in EYFS:  Links to other subjects / curriculum areas: Experiences every child should have: 

Expressive Arts & Design  
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function. 
 - Explore what happens when they mix colours.  
- Understand that different media can be combined to create 
new effects.  
- Create simple representations of events, people and 
objects. 
- Choose particular colours to use for a purpose.  
- Use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.  
- Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 
design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and 
stories. 

Maths – exploring patterns, symmetry and sequences, and 
recognising how certain numerical patterns recur often in 
nature 
English – discussion and debate around artworks and artists 
being studied; making and using masks to support drama 
and storytelling; studying the work of illustrators and creating 
new illustrations for existing stories 
Computing – creating digital art and manipulating images 
RE – the role of art, sculpture etc. in religious buildings and 
their symbolic meanings 

Enter a piece of their artwork into a competition. 
Work collaboratively on a large scale piece. 
Show their work in a school or local gallery, and receive 
feedback from their audience. 
Experience the process of ‘being’ an artist, working on 
canvas, organising, using and caring for their tools and 
seeking out new inspiration. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



  



  



 

 

  





  



 

  



  



 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Design: Curriculum covered at Bayford Primary School 

KS1 (Class 1 – Year 1 & 2) Rolling Programme 

Subject 
Year A Year B 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Art and Design 
• Perfect Pizzas 

• Mark Making 

• Moving Minibeasts 

• Yaoi Kusama 

• Vehicles 

• Earth Art 

• Self Portraits 

• Stable Structures 

• Henri Rousseau 

• Eat more Fruits and 
Vegetables 

• Puppets 

• Colour Creations 

 

Lower KS2 (Class 2 – Year 3 & 4) Rolling Programme 
 

Subject 
Year A Year B 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 
Art and Design 

 

• William Morris 

• Seasonal Stockings 
 

• Light up Signs 

• British Inventors 

• Seurat and Pointillism 

• Seasonal Food 

• Famous Buildings 

• Recycled Art 

• Storybooks 

• Sonia Delaunay 

• Mini Greenhouses 

• Plant Art 

 

Upper KS2 (Class 3 – Years 5 & 6) Rolling Programme 
 

Subject 
Year A Year B 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Art and Design 
• Burgers 

• Landscape Art 

• Chinese Inventions 

• Frida Kahlo 

• Express Yourself 

• Sculpting Vases 

• Bird House Builders 

• Street Art 

• Fashion and Textiles 

• Chinese Art 

• Building Bridges 

• Programming Pioneers 

 


